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'To MR. CAVE.
' Greenwich, next cloov to the Golden Heart, Church-street, July 12, 1737.
' SIR,
' Having observed in your papers very uncommon offers of encouragement to men of letters, I have chosen, being a stranger in London, to communicate to you the following design, which, I hope, if you join in it, will be of advantage to both of us.
' The History of the Council of Trent having been lately translated into French, and published with large Notes by Dr. Lc Courayerl, the reputation of that book is so much revived in England, that, it i.s presumed, a new translation of it from the Italian, together with Lc Cou-rayer's Notes from the French, could riot fail of a favourable reception,
' If it be answered, that the History is already in English, it must be remembered, that there was the same objection against Le Courayer's undertaking, with this disadvantage, that the French had a version by one of their best translators, whereas you cannot read three pages of the English History without discovering that the style is capable of great improvements; but whether those improvements arc to be expected from the attempt, you must judge from the specimen, which, if you approve the proposal, I shall submit to your examination.
' Suppose the merit of the versions equal, wu ivuiy hope that the addition of the Notes will turn the balance in our favour, considering the reputation of the Annotator.
'Be pleased to favour me with a speedy answer, if you arc: not willing to engage in this scheme • and appoint me a day to wait upon you, if you are.
' I am, Sir,
'Your humble servant,
'SAM. JOHNSON.'
It should seem from this letter, though subscribed with his own name, that he had not yet been introduced to Mr. Cave. We shall presently see what was done in consequence of the proposal which it contains.
In the course of the summer he returned to Lichficlcl, where he had left Mrs. Johnson, and there he at last finished his tragedy, which was not executed with his rapidity of composition upon other occasions, but was slowly and painfully elaborated. A
1 Atthe Oxford Commemoration of itliacldonchimtwoycarsbcfiireinprc-1733 Courayer returned thanks in his seining- him with liisclegrce. Dr.Joltn-robcs to the University for the honour son; I [is Friends and his OvY/w, p. 94.
few                    long been aiming at, a violent cl
